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Mrs. Thomas -- Room 201 

● (270) 351-3167   

●  donna.thomas@hardin.kyschools.us.  
 

English I is a graduation requirement.  English I will focus on the development of students’ language arts abilities in reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, and thinking. Students will study a variety of literary types and terms, define their abilities to handle writing mechanics, and write for 

different audiences and purposes.  We will be going over the following topics: vocabulary, grammar, informational reading and writing (i.e. expository, 

argumentative, process and research), literary reading, writing (i.e. short stories, poetry, drama), and reflective writing.  Students will write the 

following: an informational piece, a persuasive speech, On Demand Writing and other various technical writing assignments. 

 

Materials:  It is the responsibility of the student to come to class prepared.  The following are a list of materials that students will need to bring to 

every class. 

- 1 or 2 inch binder or folder which will contain weekly notes, vocabulary, resources for standards based assessments. 

(or a larger binder to share with other courses) 

o Recommended -- 5 Dividers (tabs labeled as the following: Grammar, Vocabulary, Notes, Writing, and graded papers)  

- Paper-several packs of loose-leaf  

-          2 Pencils, 2 (Black or Blue) Pens 

-          Completed homework and assignments  

 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Behavior/ Discipline Issues: Conduct is an important aspect in maintaining a positive learning environment.  When a student chooses to break a rule 

they are consequently taking away from their classmates’ learning.  The following rules are established to maintain order and to avoid wasting both the 

teacher and students’ time.  I do not anticipate any behavior problems in my classes. I expect my students to behave as mature high school students 

should, with the understanding that they are in my classroom to learn. IF an issue does arise, however, I have no issue writing a referral and sending any 

student to the assistant principal’s office. Any discipline problems, such as tardiness or disruptive behavior, will be dealt with according to the school 

policy handbook.  

 

Classroom Guidelines: 

The Trojan Traits: 

1. BE PROMPT! 

○ Students must be in their assigned seat when the bell rings, or they’ll be counted tardy, which results in a 

one hour detention. This is an NHHS policy and I strictly enforce it! 

2. BE PREPARED! 

○ As part of their weekly grade, students will earn points for participation.  Expect to lose participation points 

for any of the following:  not having materials for class, talking, engaging in disruptive behavior, sleeping, 

putting head down, etc. 

○ Always bring required materials and be ready to start as soon as the bell rings.  Pencils and paper should 

already be on their desk.  Students will be expected to start on their bell ringers each day without being told 

to do so.   

3. BE POLITE! 

○ This is the foundation of a successful classroom. I truly believe that if everyone in our learning community 

will revolve their actions and decisions around mutual respect, we will have a great year together.  

4. BE PREPARED! 

○ All I ask of my students is to push themselves beyond what they may think they are capable of.  My goal as 

a teacher is to avoid simply “covering” a topic; instead I want to “uncover” each text we encounter over the 

next school year.  That means I will expect students to come to class ready to really learn; I want us to 

leave all of our fears, inhibitions and insecurities at the door so that we can grow together as lifelong 

learners and as a classroom family.  

1 
 

mailto:sheena.breeding@Hardin.kyschools.us


NHHS 2017-2018 
English I  
  

 

 

Permission:  In order for a student to get out of their seat, students must raise their hand and seek permission. 

  

Late Work:  In order to be successful in college and in a job, being dependable and timely is vital to success.  Therefore, students will be expected 

to turn in all assignments on time.  Any assignments attempted to be turned in after the teacher has collected them will be considered late.  Late 

work is not acceptable  in Pre AP English  and the earned grade will automatically be reduced by 50%.  For EVERY assignment there comes a time 

that it is too late.  Those dates will announced and enforced.  

  

Make-Up Work: If a student misses class for any reason, it is their RESPONSIBILITY to get the make-up work.  As the school policy states, you will 

only have an additional day for each day you are absent to make up missed assignments.  Quizzes, Tests and In-Class Writing Assignments will 

need to be made up before/after school by making an appointment with their teacher at least one day in advanced.  If they are absent the day before 

a major assignment is due that has been announced at least three days in advance, students will be required to turn in the assignment on its original 

due date.  Also, if students are absent the day an assignment is due, they will be expected to turn it in when they return the next day. 

  

Leaving the Room:  NHHS has a strict policy on students not leaving the room.  The only exception is an emergency.  Each 

trimester, students will receive a hall pass to use in case of an emergency.  If an emergency arises, students must present a hall pass 

in order to leave the room.  If a student doesn’t use their hall pass during the trimester, they can turn it in for extra credit.  Therefore, 

please use the restroom, go see the counselor, get something from another teacher, run to their locker, etc… prior to coming to my 

class.  Otherwise, they will just be frustrated when I tell them to refer to the syllabus.  If a student does not have time to go to your 

locker before my class, it is their responsibility to make other arrangements. 

  

Returning from lunch:  If we return to my class after lunch, students are expected to be on time.  I will not stand out in the hall and remind 

students.  When the time for lunch ends, I will close the door.  If a student enters after that time, they will be given a tardy. 

  

Cheating/Plagiarism: I have a zero tolerance of cheating.  It is the student’s responsibility to avoid any appearance of cheating.  If a student is 

suspected of cheating, their test/assignment will be taken away and they will be granted an automatic zero.  Students may not use class time to copy 

another student's’ assignment (for my class or another), or both assignments will be confiscated. 

  

Printing Problems:  Students will have papers, and sometimes printing issues will occur.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure their paper 

is in to me by the assigned time.  If there is a technology problem, a students may send me a copy of the paper via email before class.  Save the 

sent message, and bring me a copy of the paper the next day at the beginning of the period. If there is ever an issue, the student may bring in the 

sent message to validate their claim.  Please do not ask me to print their paper because it will not happen. 

  

Questions:  If a student has a question, please wait until I’m finished speaking as it will probably be answered as I’m going over the material.  If a 

student is afraid they will forget their question, they may write it down on a sheet of paper.  To get a question answered, the student must raise their 

hand and wait to be called on. 

  

Public Speaking:  Public speaking is an important aspect in this course.  When a student refuses to take part in a public speaking opportunity 

(reading aloud, presenting, class discussions, etc.) they will lose points. 

  

Assignments:  All writing and research assignments turned in must adhere to the MLA format.  Pay special attention to format their assignment’s 

heading in the same manner. An example is attached. If there is an assignment without a first name, last name, and period, it will be thrown away. 

  

The Bell:  The bell does not dismiss students, I do.  Leaving before the teacher dismisses will not be tolerated. It constitutes skipping class. 

Remember to leave the classroom as each student found it to not delay being dismissed on time.  The class will not be dismissed if the classroom is 

a mess and/or students are out of their seats.  Lining up at the door will not be tolerated, and may result in a late dismissal from class. 

  

Pop Quizzes:  I like the use of pop quizzes; it helps me understand how much students know about a subject.  Students are not told of a specific 

date of when a pop quiz will occur.  The best way to prepare for a pop quiz is to go over notes at home daily.  Be prepared for a quiz each day.  Any 

material we have gone over is fair game. 
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Interruptions:  Sometimes during the class period, an interruption will occur.  Interruptions such as intercom announcements, phone calls, and 

knocks at the door, etc. will take place.  Students are expected to remain quiet during such interruptions. 

  

Homework:  Sometimes students will be assigned homework; when they are not assigned any, they should still be reading over notes and going 

over vocabulary for tests at home. 

  

Collecting assignments:  Assignments will be passed to the left and then placed in the tub marked for your period.  Please do not put an 

assignment anywhere else, because there is no guarantee that I will receive it.  If it is not in my hands or the tub by the time I collect an assignment, 

it will be considered late.  

  

Garbage:  My class is not the class to perfect their NBA skills or lack thereof by shooting paper wads into the garbage.  If a student must throw 

something away, please wait until the end of class and do so as they’re walking out my door. 

  

Personal items:  Please don't borrow or touch things that belong to someone else.  Do not pick up anything off someone else's desk, including the 

teacher's, and assume it’s okay to use it.  Paper clips, markers, etc. that are in my classroom belong to me, and students are only allowed to use 

them with my permission.  Students may also not open windows, turn off lights, or touch the thermostat without my permission.  No student should 

ever be behind a teacher’s desk! 

  

Profanity/Expletives:  Profanity/expletives will not be tolerated in my classroom. 

  

Cell phones:  Please keep cell phones stored away and off during class.  They may not use my outlets to charge their phone.  If a student’s phone 

goes off or a student is on it during class, it will be taken away and given to the assistant principal’s office with a referral.(see handbook for electronic 

device policy) 

  

Destruction/Defacing of Property:  Destruction/defacing of property, including but not limited to writing on desks, will not be tolerated.   A referral 

will be written and restitution will be sought. 

  

Personal Grooming:  This is to be done between classes and is not tolerated during class.  

  

Extra Credit:  Extra credit will not be awarded to students who have missing assignments or any zeros. 

  

American Disability Act: Any student with an identified mental/physical disability-and who has a 504 plan or an IEP- that may affect his or her 

performance should inform the instructor so reasonable accommodations may be made.  Any situation that may arise during the school year should 

also be communicated as soon as possible, if it affects the teaching and learning environment. 

  

The Teacher’s Right:  The teacher has the right to change the course syllabus at her discretion. 

  

The Students’ Right:  Students have a right to an education; however, students will not learn material through osmosis.  It is the student’s 

responsibility to earn their education by being active members of this classroom. 
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 Thomas 1 

Student’s First and Last Name (John Doe) 

Teacher’s name (Ms. Donna Thomas) 

Course Title and Period (English IV; Period #) 

Date (10 August 2017) 

Title 

This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is 

the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. 

This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format.  This is 

the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format.  This is the 

sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. 

This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format.  This is 

the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format.  This is the 

sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. 

This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. This is the sample MLA format. 

  

  

 

  

4 
 



NHHS 2017-2018 
English I  

Important Information for Mrs. Thomas’ English class. 

  

teacher’s email:  Donna.Thomas@hardin.kyschools.us 

Teacher’s Website EnglishwithMrsThomas.wikispaces.com  and/or Google classroom 

  

My SCHOOL email: 

 _______________________.____________________@stu.hardin.kyschools.us 

  

My Google classroom code ___________________ password: _____________________ 

  

Remind 101: #81010 (message) __________________________ 

  

NoRedink.com  code __________________________ 

  

No red Ink username  ____________________________ 

  

NO red ink password  __________________________ 
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English I Syllabus Agreement 

 

I have read and understand the syllabus for English I.  I also understand that I can call Mrs. Thomas at NHHS during her planning 

period or email her to discuss any questions or concerns I might have.  My child also understands all of the procedures, guidelines, and 

expectations indicated in the syllabus and recognizes that it is his/her responsibility to uphold rules and regulations of the classroom. 

 

 

PRINT Studen

Class Period 

  

 

 

  

_____________________________________  __________________________ 

  

 

Date 

  

 

 

Signature of Student 

  

________________________________________  __________________________ 
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Date 

  

 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian 

  

________________________________________  __________________________ 

  

 

Parent/Guardian Phone Number 

  

 

 

Print Parent/Guardian Name(s) 

  

________________________________________  ____________________________ 

  

 

Parent/Guardian email address** 
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Best Time to Contact 

  

________________________________________  ____________________________ 

  

  

Parents/Guardians: 

  

Please list the best time for me to contact you and the appropriate number. 

**I would like to have an e-mail address if you have one. It is usually easier and faster for me to contact you via email, so if you have 

any concerns, if at all possible, contact me this way. 

My email address is Donn.Thomas@hardin.kyschools.us 

  

Parent/Guardians, please answer the following questions: 

Does your student have access to a computer and printer?  Yes No 

  

Does your student have access to the Internet at home? Yes No 

  

Will your student be allowed to have access to the Internet at school? Yes No 
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